mental health professionals. Rob's eclectic teachings on post mortem, functional neuroimaging and molecular genetics had a profound impact on our community, demonstrating the importance of contemporary neuroscientific techniques and their use in Psychiatry. Rob returned to São Paulo in 1994, when he lectured during a schizophrenia symposium organized by local psychiatrists.
As a consequence of those visits, the two authors of this text went to London during the 1990's and spent many years working under Rob Kerwin's supervision at the IoP. After benefiting from his guidance and support, we both came back to Brazil with all the enthusiasm for Neuroscience research that Rob had inoculated in us. This led to the setting up of the first psychiatric neuroimaging research group at the IPQ-HCFMUSP, in association with the Institute of Radiology (InRad) of the Universidade de São Paulo. Also, the liaison with Rob's group paved the way for our colleague Rodrigo A. Bressan to establish an in vivo neurochemical imaging section at the Universidade Federal de São Paulo (UNIFESP), after spending a number of years working in this field at the IoP in London.
We brought Rob back to São Paulo to take part in the first large international conference on Neuroscience applied to Psychiatry to be organized in Brazil, in 1998, when his lectures were attended by more than 400 people. Finally, during his last visit to Sao Paulo in April 2002, Rob gave the opening lecture of the festivities for the 50 th anniversary of the IPQ-HCFMUSP, celebrated during the entire length of that year.
Rob Kerwin was, undoubtedly, one of the greatest neuroscientists in the transition between the 20 th and 21 st centuries. In Brazil, he will be remembered not only by his personal scientific contributions, but also by the brightness and patience with which he helped us to realize the relevance of Neuroscience to our medical specialty. He was a proper teacher never afraid to generously transmit his knowledge and to encourage us to make our own contributions to the worldwide knowledge in this field. He had a sharp understanding of the problems he wanted to focus on, and was always looking for the precise question to start a new research project; "try to keep it simple", he always used to say.
Rob had a number of other interests in life. He particularly enjoyed flying, and was a very good pilot. He was also a great father of three beautiful girls.
